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Sciencé-dxchanges at stake in SALT talks,

®

says adviser

A FAILURE to agree on the terms of a
strategic arms limitation treaty between
the United States and the USSR could
jeopardise the future of scientific ex-
changes between the two countries, Dr
Frank Press, director of the Office of
Science and Technology and science
adviser to President Carter, said last
week,

In a speech designed to encourage
support in the scientific.community for
the second Strategic Arms Limitation
Treaty (SALT 2), the terms of which
are expected to be agreed shortly, Dr
Press told a meeting oragnised by the
State Department that if SALT 2 suc-
ceeds, other forms™ of cooperation—
such as scientific exchange--could suc-
ceed. But if the agreement failed, it was
difficult to see much chance for other
kinds of cooperation to succeed.

“[ am not saying we should sign
SALT—any SALT agrecement —just or
even primarily to insure the future of
scientific cooperation and exchange
with the Soviet Union. What T am say-
ing is that it is a clear side-benefit of
SALT"”, he said.

Dr Press’s remarks came as the
administration is preparing a campaign
to convince members of Congress,

some of whom have already expressed
their opposition, to ratify the treaty
once the terms are agreed by both
sides,

Scientists had an important role to
play in thc dehate on SALT, since be-
fore the Senate and the public could
judge the treaty, they would have to
understand it, he said. “Your views will
carry special weight in the public mind
on an issue like this) T urge you to play
an active role and share your expertise
and  understanding of SALT  with
friends and colleagues.”

An illustration of the type of issue
involved in the forthcoming debate
arose last week when Senator Henry
Jackson announced ‘that he was not
going to support SALT 2, partly be-
cause he felt that the loss of US
monitoring posts in Iran made the
terms of the proposcd treaty impossible

to verify.
Farlier in the week, however, Mr
Herbert  Scoville, formerly deputy

director_responsible for scientific affairs
in the {Central Intelligence Agency, dis-
puted this claim. He said that re-
dundancy in the current monitoring
system, as well as other verification
systems such as satellites, was adequate

to ensure compliance. even with the
loss of the Iran stations (much of the
cquipment from which is now being
moved to Turkey).

Some scientists have expressed con-
cern tHat, although they agree with Dr
Press on the need to participate in wide
public discussion of the technical
aspects of the proposed SALT agree-
ment, it will be difiicult to do this ade-
quatcly when much of the neccessary
information on, for example, monitor-
ing techrnigques remains classified.

“T am quite prepared to encourage
debate on the treaty provided that we
can get the information on which such
discussions can be based. But if we
cannot get the necessary information,
then [ would be very doubtful about
taking it up,” Mr Willlam Carey.
executive officer of the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Science, said last week.

Others are concerned that, in this
eagerness to make the proposed treaty
acceptable to a wide constituency in
the Senate, President Carter is pre-
pared to give the go-ahead to a range
of new military technologies, thus
doing little to curb the overall arms
race.
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